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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 08225 2309 12Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 FRB-OI 
INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 LAB-04 EPG-02 SIL-01 OMB-OI IGA-02 NSC-05 
SS-I5 STR-04 CEA-OI L-03 H-02 PRS-OI PA-02 
AGRE-00 /lOI W 

050043 23I056Z/20 

R221530Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2456 
INFO AMCONSUL KADUNA 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 

UNCLAS LAGOS 08225 

E. O. II652:NA 
TAGS: EINV, NI 

SUBJ: COLGATE-PALMOLIVE TO END NIGERIA MANUFACTURING 
OPERATION 

REE: LAGOS 6959 

1 . THE DAILY TIMES OF JULY 21 GAVE HEAD-LINE AND FRONT 
PAGE COVERAGE TO THE CLOSING OF COLGATE-PALMOLIVE NIGERIA 
LTD. JOURNALIST CLAIMED: QUOTE THE COMPANY CANNOT ABIDE 
BY THE NIGERIAN ENTERPRISES PROMOTIONS DECREE UNQUOTE AND 
QUOTE RATHER THAN SELL 60 PERCENT OF ITS SHARES TO THE 
NIGERIAN PUBLIC HAS DECIDED TO PACK AND GO BACK TO ITS 
HOME BASE IN THE UNITED STATES OE AMERICA UNQUOTE. 

ARTICLE QUOTED COLGATE SPOKESMAN WHO CITED QUOTE STIFE 
COMPETITION UNQUOTE AS THE CAUSE FOR CLOSING OF THE FIRM 
IN NIGERIA, BUT STRESSED THE IMPRESSIVE LOOKING ASSETS OF 
THE COMPANY AND ITS THREE EOLD INCREASE IN ANNUAL TURN- 
OVER SINCE IT STARTED OPERATIONS IN NIGERIA 12 YEARS AGO. 

2. ARTICLE IS EIRST PUBLIC REPORT OF CLOSURE. REFTEL 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 08225 2309 12Z 

DESCRIBES COLGATE'S ACTUAL REASONS FOR PULLING OUT OF 
NIGERIA. 

EASUM 
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